Florida Jar by Bailey, Mike
The Angle
Volume 2001 | Issue 2 Article 16
2001
Florida Jar
Mike Bailey
St. John Fisher College
How has open access to Fisher Digital Publications benefited you?
Follow this and additional works at: http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/angle
Part of the Creative Writing Commons
This document is posted at http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/angle/vol2001/iss2/16 and is brought to you for free and open access by Fisher Digital
Publications at St. John Fisher College. For more information, please contact fisherpub@sjfc.edu.
Recommended Citation
Bailey, Mike (2001) "Florida Jar," The Angle: Vol. 2001: Iss. 2, Article 16.
Available at: http://fisherpub.sjfc.edu/angle/vol2001/iss2/16
Florida Jar
Abstract
In lieu of an abstract, below is the essay's first paragraph.
"After seeing the commercial for Disney world, my brother Kevin and I were convinced it was Heaven on
Earth and we knew we had to get there. We weren't sure where it was, but it didn't really matter. We planned to
raise enough money to take our family to Disney World, but it was all going to be a surprise. We would plan it
ourselves."
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Mike Bailey
Florida Jar
After seeing the commercial for Disney world, my brother Kevin and I were convinced it was
Heaven on Earth and we knev{ we had to get there. We weren't sure where it was, but it didnt really matter.
We planned to raise enough money to take our family to Disney World, but it was all going to be a surprise.
We would Dlan it ourselves.
'l found forty-eight cents today, Kevin. lt was just sitting on the sidewalk"
"Yeah, I found fifty cents in the couch. Let's go put in the jar."
The bottom of the jar was just about covered with silver and copper coins and there were a few
green bills in thae, gifts from mom and dad for good behavior or extra housework We hid it in our closet
so our parents couldn't find it. Ihe front had a large picture of Mickey Mouse and the words FLoRIDA JAR
glued on it with letters cut from magazines. the back had $875 written in black marker as the commercial
suggested this is the cost of entering utopia. We also made a chart broken dowtt into twenty-dollar
increments so we could mark our progress.
Wrth the newty depsited dollar, the grand total rose to about twelve dollars. My second grade
education told me we needed to save 863 more dollars if we were going to pay for the hmily trip. My
brother and I heard our parents' conversations about how tight money was and we knevr we had to do it all
ourseues,
Two weeks before our projected trip time of Christmas, my brother and I only collected forty-fve
dollars and we didn't have nearly enough. We often thought about taking the money and buying toys, but
we managed to stay focused on "Destination Disney World." Ho,vever, even an eight-year-old and a fve-
yeu-old could figure it impossible to raise that much money in a short amount of time.
Christmas moming anived and there r,reren't as many toys under the tree as there normally were.
there was holvever, a big manila envelope that had MIKE and KEVIN printed perfectly on the ftont. I opened
it after all my presents as my mother politely demanded. Inside it read BoYS, G00D WoRK 0N fHE JAR. I
MADE A DONATION FOR YOU,
SANTA CI.AUS
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lran uFtais ashstas louH and my hrildcred ftdc hodrcrrm dght behind. lnddetrlr
vas 875 do{ars nroefry in crip 1 00 dolartrills. A note on top read, }IAVE A GREAT TIME AT USI{EYI
last Gristnas *fien I ometrcme nry mofta tud hco*niu sd up, IIIEKEDESIIR tead he
tontnih t40,m0nrittm m the badc lhrryhed br a miutc, o lhdt'ttholght of my Flotlblarin
years. lttrewadolhr in herdeamlrandtunlcd mrbrtrndrg oldtildhood deam, hn morc
lrportandy ortues,
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